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Language, Society and Power – Week 2


Language, Society and Power 2

Language and Thought worksheet

1.What were the key ideas of the following linguists in the debate on language and thought?

Whorf

Sapir

Saussure

2. As English speakers we tend to think of time as a valuable commodity (somewhat like money): once it has gone it can never be retrieved.  Think of as many expressions as you can that encode this perception.  Can you think of any expressions that give a different view of time?  Also think about how any other languages you speak represent time.

3. In the following exercise you are given two terms that (potentially) refer to the same thing or concept.  Try and work out what the concept is, what the connotations of each alternative are, who would use them (and when), and if there is a more neutral term.

weapons of mass destruction



nuclear deterrent

pre-embryo





unborn child

murder of animals




meat processing

freedom-fighter




terrorist

fibroids





myomata

4. Look at the following cartoon.  What assumption does it make and what is this assumption based on?  What are the implications of Whorf’s ideas for multilingual and bilingual people?
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“Gina is by lingal . .. that means she can say the
same thing twice, but you can only understand it
once.”




