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Language, Society and Power, Week 9


Language and Identity

1. Think about how your speech has changed over the course of your lifetime.  Consider if and how your language has changed because of e.g. a change of location or school and think about your accent, vocabulary and grammar

2. (a) Make a list of the different names different people use for you.  What type of identity is associated with each name?

(b) How do you feel if someone gets your name wrong or spells or pronounces it incorrectly?

(c) How did your parents decide on your name (or how did you decide on your child’s name)?  Were cultural or religious factors taken into account?  Were any other features important?

3. Which words are currently popular among members of your group?  How do you feel if someone outside the group uses them?   Why do you think they do that?  Are their any words you avoid because you associate them with another group?

